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	Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

	Tuesday, 8th September 2026
	Toft Newton Village Hall, Washington Drive, Newtoft, near Market Rasen, Lincolnshire, LN8 3NN.

	

	Members Present:
Parish Councillor R Nelson (Chairperson)
Parish Councillor R Gibbs
Parish Councillor B Carpenter
Parish Councillor J Roson
Parish Councillor N Grimmett
Parish Councillor O Nelson

	

	In attendance:
Lesley Keast, Parish Council Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer / Proper Officer
Michael Lewis, Consultant to the Council
There were no members of public present

	

	Meeting started at 18:22

	

	Parish Council Meeting

	

	Agenda Item Number
	Business Transacted

	2026-27/113
	Use of AI App Otter.ai to record meeting
Consultant to the Council briefly explained the reasoning behind use of AI to record meetings, and that the Personnel Committee had agreed it could be used as a test. 

	
	

	2026-27/114
	Attendance
The Proper Officer has recorded the attendance of this meeting above.

	
	

	2026-27/115
	Apologies
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, apologies were received and accepted by the Council from:
· Parish Councillor C Roson – work commitments prevented him attending.
· County Councillor J Smith  – work commitments prevented her attending.

Note: Parish Councillor B Carpenter submitted apologies for missing the previous Personnel Committee meeting (2026-27/106), confusion over timings resulted in her missing the meeting.

The Consultant to the Council apologised. As per the Terms of Reference of the Personnel Committee and a previous decision about timings, the Personnel Committee meeting should have taken place following the full Council meeting, however, the Consultant to the Council and Proper Officer thought it made more sense on this occasion to hold the meeting prior to the full Council meeting to allow for any resolutions to be enacted swiftly.

	
	

	2026-27/116
	Declaration Of Interests
All councillors present completed a new Register of Members’ Interests form, Contact Details and Privacy Consent forms. 

Redacted copies of the Interests forms will be uploaded onto the West Lindsey District Council website.

The Consultant to the Council reminded councillors about the table showing currently registered interests of Councillors, and stated it will be updated following the completion of the Register of Members’ Interests Forms

The Proper Officer will bring a copy of this table to Parish Council meetings, to ensure that all declarations of interests are recorded correctly.

Councillor C Roson will need to update his Register of Members’ Interest, Contact Details and Privacy Consent forms ASAP.

	2026-27/117
	Public Participation
There were no members of the public present


	2026-27/118
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Parish Council Meeting
The minutes for the previous Parish Council meeting held on the 7th July 2026 were approved, unanimously. The Chairperson signed these minutes.

Update to matters arising from the minutes:

Re Faldingworth Defence Limited: A public hearing occurred in August over five days with no outcome. The Secretary of State’s appointed person will report to the Secretary of State (Work and Pensions, Pat McFadden). A decision is likely late October or early November. An official HSE comment can be arranged via press office if needed.

Re Logo Design Competition: No entries were received. JR will print some more entry forms and circulate them at the Halloween Party

Public thank you issued to Natalie and Jason for all they have done tidying up and weeding the playground.

There is no date for PSTN (analogue) switch-off; but it will have happened by 31 January 2027.

RE Mobile coverage improvements: Vodafone and Three have merged. They committed to bring 5G to the parish during 2028.

Re Grit bins and rock salt: LCC’s tonne-bag delivery will come to the hall. The plan is to transfer it to a trailer and distribute it to the bins around the parish. 


	
	

	2026-27/119
	Update from the Personnel Committee
Councillors were updated regarding the vacant position of Playground Warden by the Chair of the Personnel Committee, that there was an applicant. The personnel committee will convene to discuss next steps. 
Councillors were updated on the discussion about the Living Wage Report by the Chair of the Personnel Committee and it was agreed to defer any changes until later down the line. 

	
	

	2026-27/120
	Parish Council Update – part 1
Toft Newton Parish Council resolved to set up and manage a Facebook group for the quick and effective sharing of information from the Parish Council directly with residents.

The proposal is a moderated Facebook group managed by councillors (and possibly vetted volunteers) to share website posts and receive resident feedback. There will be clear rules (no profanities/abuse/spam); moderators may block offenders; business posts may be limited or allowed if parish-based.

It is planned to be used for meeting notices, parish updates, consultations, event promotions (e.g., Halloween, open days), website shares via provider “share” tools.  The aim is to get more feedback from the parish. Most Lincs Parish councils now have a website, and it was noted that the TNPC website is currently good.

Consequently, Toft Newton Parish Council resolved to adopt the Social Media Policy, and that it will come into force following the conclusion of this meeting.
And, Toft Newton Parish Council resolved to adopt the Parish Councillor Role Description which will be used to identify any training needs that Councillors might have and to aid the recruitment of Councillors if / when vacancies arise.
Councillors resolved to adopt the Parish Councillor Role Description which will be used to identify any training needs the Councillors might have and to aid the recruitment of Councillors if/when vacancies arise.

	
	

	2026-27/121
	Parish Council Update – part 2
Toft Newton Parish Council resolved to adopt the mandatory polices:
 as detailed.
· Training and Development Policy, Training Skills Matrix and CPD Record. The matrix and CPD record are personal to each person.
· Employee and Volunteer Probationary and Appraisal Policy and forms.
A discussion was held about formal annual appraisals. They are required by internal audit standards; can be kept proportionate/informal but should be documented.

Toft Newton Parish Council resolved to adopt the advisory policies:
· Menopause Policy
· Domestic Abuse Policy


	
	

	2026-27/122
	Planning
An update has been received on the National Planning Policy Framework, which was published by the Government a month later than anticipated. The Final NPPF (Aug 17) is intended to make housebuilding easier nationally. 

A response has been submitted to Permitted Development Rights.

Local Planning and applications update:
The Big Wood under the current Central Lincolnshire Local Plan is protected until 2040 so that site cannot be built on, the little bit owned by Mr Ottewell. 

Central Lincolnshire Local Plan came through yesterday with potential sites identified. If it is adopted in 2027-28 it means they could be potential building sites for the next 15-20 years. This still may change with local government reorganization, which is now on hold. The field opposite the Big Wood is also protected as a site of Biodiversity importance.

Hence, there will be a lot of consultation stages over the next 30 months and we should concentrate on the bits we can influence. 

The next stage is to have a Neighbourhood Plan, however this process is also under review. It is worth revisiting when we have updated guidance/funding on lands; we could set local preferences (with infrastructure considerations).

The Parish Council owns the Playing Field so the Parish Council has the final say over that. We need to make sure the hedges are intact. We have 90 hedge trees being delivered to fill in the gaps between 2nd and 13th November. 

We have forms for people to complete requesting the extra trees we will have left over.


	
	

	2026-27/123
	Update from the Consultant to the Council
PSTN Switch off/Mobile coverage update – already covered

Fire and Rescue Service consultation: No material change expected locally; some stations’ staffing patterns/hours have been adjusted for responsiveness; no submission was made due to minor local impact and limited time.

Equality Act 2010: Code of Practice for Services, Public Functions and Associations: Does not apply to social clubs, may apply to the Village Hall. May have to have an accessible toilet for use.


	
	

	2026-27/124
	Village Hall/Social Club Update
There is an Open Day marking the hall’s 10 year celebration on 3rd/4th October. Information to be put onto social media

	
	

	2026-27/125
	Report by the Responsible Finance Officer
2024-25 year end update: PKF requested information, then decided it was not necessary and stated would issue an external auditor’s report. This was approximately 3 months ago and we have not received it yet. Issue was variance information. 

Consultant to the Council will publish information giving variances for 2022-23, 2023-24, 2024-25, and 2025-26.

2025-26 year end update – It is nearly complete. The mid-year internal audit is booked for mid-October.

The Local Council Award, Bronze, may be worth looking at if no more extra work.

Report by the Responsible Financial Officer – Year to Date
The high Internal Audit fee was explained to the councillors, who accepted the fee.
Councillors resolved to approve the payments as per the Financial YTD report. 

The new Digital AGAR process was noted. Parish Council has signed up to align with 2027–29 requirements and benefit from incentives; it reduces manual errors.

Paying VAT and PAYE by Direct Debit – response submitted
VAT will be claimed back for 2 quarters in October.

Best Value Duty – It’s a statutory guide published following on from a recent consultation document. Parish councils have to deliver best value. This means that any quotes we have to look at and decide which is the best for the parish, not necessarily the cheapest. Parish Councils like all public sector organisations need to comply with the principles but Parish Councils are   excluded from the bulk of the Best Value laws.


	
	

	2026-27/126
	Bank Mandate Update
Requested forms have been signed and submitted to the Co-operative Bank.

	
	

	2026-27/127
	Free Trees
Already discussed 2026-27/122

	
	

	2026-27/128
	Report by the Responsible Financial Officer – Year to Date
Already shared – 2026-27/125

	
	

	2026-27/129
	Playground/Football Field Update
The repair kit for the playground will be ordered by the clerk and delivered to the Village Hall. Natalie and Jason have offered to return and repair the damaged area.
The Clerk is to contact a specialist cleaning company for a quote; method is safe for rubber surfaces.
Expression of interest has been approved for West Lindsey’s Community Facilities Fund (~£9k for trim-trail/rocker timber replacements). To get rid of the broken bits/bits that don’t work.
A separate “Monkey Challenge” climbing wall grant route may reopen; prior application to be revived (may need updated engagement).
Other funding that we could look at for doing something with the woodland, which is currently protected until 2029. A question for the future.
The field is protected from development. It is registered with Fields in Trust; only the Parish Council with Fields in Trust can change that. Legal owner listings need  confirmation of the updates submitted to HM Land Registry in 2025-26 but the protection stands.
Clerk to email Green Grass Contracting will need field cut, and not to cut the grass verges until after 21st September at the request of Lincolnshire County Council., but they need to cut the football field., and please to cut the hedges in autumn rather than winter
Nothing on the football field
Disability Confident Employer – The government are looking for small businesses to sign up. No cost. Consultant to Council will look at how much extra work to achieve. Then the Personnel Committee will decide given the results.

	
	

	2026-27/130
	Greater Lincolnshire Updates
Partially covered above 2026-27/122

There will be West Lindsey elections in May under existing boundaries. Meaning our West Lindsey ward of Dunholme and Welton will be having elections at the same time as Toft Newton Parish Council elections are due to take place.

Local government reorganisation will go ahead in 2028 or 29 as a shadow authority, rather than coming into full effect in 28, so it's just delayed the process, but eventual outcomes might vary slightly.

According to NALC, if we become part of the City of Lincoln, the City of Lincoln should involve all town and parish councils that come into Lincoln, and Lincolnshire should involve all of their town and parish councils.,

	
	

	2026-27/131
	Events and Future Meetings


	
	3rd and 4th October – 10th anniversary celebrations at the Village Hall

	
	

	Meeting ended at 20:10

	

	Summary Of Action Points

	
	

	Agenda Item Number
	Action Point / Who Is Responsible For The Action 

	2026-27/116
	Councillor CR to complete Register of Member Interests form, Contact Details and Privacy Consent forms 
Redacted copies of the Interests forms to be uploaded onto the West Lindsey District Council website.


	2026-27/118
	JR will print some more Logo Design competition entry forms and circulate them at the Halloween Party
Clerk will submit order for winter salt


	2026-27/119
	Personnel Committee will progress application for Playground Warden


	2026-27/120
	NG to progress Parish Council Facebook group


	2026-27/122
	Forms to be shared with parishioners for extra trees


	2026-27/129
	Clerk to order playground repair kit
Clerk to source quote for playground clean
Clerk to email Green Grass Contracting 
Consultant to the Council to progress funding applications
Consultant to the Council to look through Disability Confident Employer requirements

	

	Please Note:

	In accordance with our 2026 Standing Orders, these minutes will be distributed to Councillors and made available on the Toft Newton Parish Council website in draft form within 28 days of the meeting taking place. 

Additionally, in accordance with our 2026 Publication Scheme, draft and final documents that contain signatures or other identifying features such as addresses, phone numbers, etc., will be redacted prior to being uploaded to the website. 

	
	
	



	Approved by Toft Newton Parish Council



Chair’s signature:
	

Date:



	Date And Time Of Upcoming Meetings:

	Meetings are held at Toft Newton Village Hall, Washington Drive, Newtoft, near Market Rasen, Lincolnshire, LN8 3NN.

	

	To be arranged
	
	Personnel Committee – to review applications – part B (confidential) meeting

	
	
	

	Tuesday, 27th October 2026
	6:00pm
	Parish Council meeting

	Tuesday, 12th January 2027
	6:00pm
	Parish Council meeting

	Tuesday, 2nd March 2027
	6:00pm
	Annual Parish meeting

	Tuesday, 2nd March 2027
	6:30pm
	Parish Council meeting



In accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018, Toft Newton Parish Council is registered with the Information Commissioner's Office, our registration number is: ZB987594
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