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Tel: 07581 146213
E-mail: 	clerk@toftnewtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Website: 	https://toft-newton.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk 


6th March 2026


Dear Sir or Madam,


Reference: Planning Application: WL/2026/00151, permission to erect storage building at MBM Storage (the former Hanger), access road to the former RAF Faldingworth Airfield, Newtoft, Market Rasen, LN8 3NG.


Toft Newton Parish Council met this week and discussed this planning application, while we do not explicitly object, nor support this planning application, we did have some comments that we wanted to share: 

1. A number of the roads in the parish are currently in a poor state of repair. In the last few weeks there have been numerous reports of potholes, surface defects and damage to vehicles caused by the poor maintenance of the roads in the Toft Newton parish, as evidenced by the Fix My Street website https://www.fixmystreet.com/rss/area/59006 which at the time of writing has numbered in excess of 20 reports within just the last four weeks. The use of these roads by any extra vehicles, especially HGVs means that the condition of the roads will be further compromised. 

2. Most of the route to this site from within the parish is via a mixture of private or unadopted roads. Due to the condition of both public and private roads within the parish we believe that for this planning application or any similar development to proceed then the unadopted roads must be adopted under the terms of s.278 of the Highways Act 1980. Once adopted the roads (previously adopted, newly adopted and public) must be maintained to a higher standard than of late. This includes repairs, ongoing maintenance and the management of the roads, footpaths, street signs, grass verges and hedges. 

3. We are concerned about the actual loss of biodiversity in our rural parish. We would want the 0.56 biodiversity net gain compensation units to be provide by a local provider where possible, certainly one within the Greater Lincolnshire or wider East Midlands area, so that the eventual gain is as local to the site as possible. 

4. We would also ask that instead of 0.56 biodiversity net gain compensation units be purchased that this is increased to a full 1.0 unit, and where possible that this is invested in a scheme that covers a period longer than the statutory 30-year term, so that the longer term benefits are felt. The Wildlife Trusts can help developments achieve both of these aims. https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/nature-based-solutions/biodiversity-net-gain. 

5. We also have concerns about the increased size of the concrete hardstanding. Our parish has experienced localised flooding on multiple occasions during the last few years, partly due to the increase in wetter winters, but also due to the heavy clay soil becoming waterlogged. Reducing natural opportunities for rainwater soakaway should be mitigated against. Therefore, we would want to see a small stream or pond included in any such development, with soakaways installed in the concrete hardstanding, which lead to the stream or pond, so that rainwater can naturally be accommodated on site. 

6. We ask that consideration be given to flood modelling by international as well as to locally available / produced flood modelling. For example, Climate Central predict that by 2050, significant parts of Lincolnshire shall be underwater, while the parish of Toft Newton is currently excluded from flooding in this model, flooding is a very real issue in the County and must be given a high priority by the planning authority when approving or not local planning applications. 

Toft Newton Parish Council will not object to developments that benefit the parish, provide employment or leisure opportunities or improve individual homes. But we will want to ensure that the natural environment is protected and where possible enhanced by any such development.

Yours sincerely,




Michael Lewis, Dip Psy (ICS), CertHE (Glouc) (He / Him)
Parish Council Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer and Proper Officer
Toft Newton Parish Council is registered with the Information Commissioner's Office; registration number: ZB987594
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